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E.O. 11652:N/A 
TAGS: ELAB, BA, XF 

SUBJECT: GULF LABOR MINISTERS CONFERENCE 

1 . LABOR DEPARTMENT'S BUREAU OF INTERNATIONAL LABOR 
AFFAIRS (ILAB) UNDERSTANDS THAT ANNUAL MEETING OF LABOR 
MINISTERS OF GULF COUNTRIES TOOK PLACE EARLIER THIS 
MONTH IN BAHRAIN. IF INFORMATION IS CORRECT, ILAB 
WOULD APPRECIATE BRIEF REPORT ON MAJOR ISSUES DISCUSSED 
AND MAJOR CONCLUSIONS REACHED AT MEETING. IN PARTICULAR, 

WAS AGREEMENT REACHED FOR ANY CONCRETE MEASURES OF REGIONAL 
COOPERATION IN THE LABOR/MANPOWER FIELD AND WERE ANY 
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CONSENSUS POSITIONS ADOPTED ON INTERNATIONAL LABOR MATTERS, 
SUCH AS ILO ISSUES? (FYI: KUWAITI AND QATARI OFFICIALS 
INDICATED PRIVATELY TO US LAST JUNE AT GENEVA THAT THEY 
WOULD SEEK AT NEXT GULF LABOR MINISTERS CONFERENCE TO 
OBTAIN COMMON POSITION ON SUCH ISSUES TO AVOID BEING 
STEAMROLLERED BY HARDLINERS AT SUBSEQUENT ARAB LABOR 
CONFERENCE IN SPRING OF 1978). VANCE 
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